raveling Route 66 at twilight, a
magical transformation occurs as
the neon signs begin to glow...

...it is almost as if each sign were capturing a tiny por-
tion of the vivid colors of the New Mexico sunset to
preserve the glorious hues ovemnight and release them
at daybreak. These historic signs, beckoning resident
and visitor alike with flashing arrows and promises of
comfort and convenience, are one of the most recog-
nized and celebrated hallmarks of the great highway
John Steinbeck called the “Mother Road.”

Today the glowing gasses that define the signs we call
neon are increasingly at risk. Interstate travel, eco-
nomic hardship, and physical age are taking their toll
on these icons of Route 66. But this loss is not just
due to failed businesses and deferred repairs. It is also
the resuit of modem sign ordinances and policies,
which often ignore and sometimes exclude these his-
toric beacons from the heyday of Route 66.

This brochure has been designed to help you and your
community leam more about these colorful signs and to
introduce some practical tools and recommendations
you may find useful in ensuring that your share of New
Mexico's night sky remains forever enchanting.

Funding for thisbrochure has been provided by Route 66
Corridor Preservation Program, Long Dstance Trals Group
Office, Santa Fe, NM, Nalonal Park Service.

This brochure was produ ced with the assistance of the Rural
Heritage Program of the Nationa Trust for Hsforic
Preservaion.

For more information on saving signs in your commun Ly,
contact your dty government or The Alliance.

New Mexico Heritage Preservation Allance (The Alliarce) isa
satewidenon-prait membershipomganzaion that promaes, pro-
fects, and advocakes for New Mexico's Henage Charteredin
199, the omanization holds amual siatewide conferences and
regiond workshops across thesate and has successfuly promot
ed and prokectedresources thraughan EndangeredList. The
Endangered List is an ongoing praect, withappicaions t&ken in
the Bl o eachyear.

Applications are avalatie on lineat htp:/Avww.rmhentageorng or
by con@acting T he Alliance oficeat (505 9B9-7745, To qualiy br
the list, ertnies must be 50years orolder, withnNew Mexican
shte boundaies, hisoricdly, culturally, or achiecturally signifi-
cant, and in dangerof being lost, destroyed, or subsanidly
altered. For furherinformation, or to become a member of The
Alliance, contact s &:

New Mexico Heritage
® Preservation Alllance

A Box 2490

= SantaFe, NM 87504

4 Tel: 505-989-7745
J' Emall: nmhpa@earthiinknet
htip://www.nmheritage.org

Pho bos are atributedto Dan Marriolt, Rural Heritage Program, National
Trug for Hsbric Preservalion, with the exceplion of RicP ecos, which is
atributed b JohnMurphey, NM Hsboric Preservalion Divisionand

Par adise Motel attribuied toDavid Kammer.
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Various Mounting Styles

Exterior neon signs are classified as to their type of mount-
ing. Along Route 66, the remaining historic signs reflect the
pole, vertical, rooftop and fascia techniques of mounting
signs. The majority of these signs are pole signs with
bracket mounts to steel posts.

These Tucumcan rooftop signs are the only free standing channel
style rooftop signs remaining along Route 66 in New Mexico.
Photo: David Kammer

In many communities across the United States, his-
toric signs that would no longer be constructed or even
allowed under most modem sign ordinances, have been
embraced, protected and restored because they have
become recognized as icons. Imagine Los Angeles with-
out its famous “Hollywood" sign — nothing more than a
crass real estate advertisement when first erected.
Across Baltimore's revitalized Inner Harbor the giant
“Domino Sugars” sign still warms and brightens each

regular and reliable rhythmic repetitions? These signs are
historic features that long ago transcended their basic func-
tion to promote a consumer product. And these signs, which
violate most modem every ordinance in Los Angeles,
Baltimore and Boston, have been specially preserved and
protected because...well...the cities just wouldn't be the
same without them.

Mconnmiﬂastooarebeglmgmea&am
mmmmamm 'meaermumees-'

Monmmly 'Pak' onlm buldm womihe old dapmnent
store’s warehouse. The restored and modified historic sign
allowed the developer much greater visibility than any new
sign could ever provide. Similarty, along the historic National
Road in Indiana (the nation’s first federally funded highway,
begun in 1804 and now known as US Route 40), the neon
“US 40 Motel" sign was converted to identify a new business
use by replacing the *E" and “L" in "Motel” with an “0" and
“R". With the addition of an historically designed “Parts” the
old sign has new life as “US 40 Motor Parts".




What do sign ordinances do?
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Franciscan Lodge Signs
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Blue Spruce Lodge Sign
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Sun n Sand Motel Sign
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Neon Technology & Consfruction
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